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ABSTRACT

Within the Persian language, various resources exist for deriving and
compounding words to express occupations and professions. These resources
generate compound and derivative nouns that convey agentivity and agency
when combined with nouns and adjectives. This study aims to investigate the
syntactic elements "-Chi," "-Kar," "-Forush," and "-Gar" within the
framework of Morphological Construction Theory. The research provides a
foundational analysis of how words formed with these suffixes and free
morphemes are constructed. Morphological Construction Theory is a recent
morphological approach that employs "construction" to describe the
systematic relationship between form and meaning in word formation.
According to this theory, non-simple words are considered constructions,
and each word functions as a linguistic sign, representing the pairing of form
and meaning. Each word encompasses three types of information, which are
represented by three signs in the lexical approach: PHON (representing the
phoneme dimension), SYN (representing the morpheme-syntax dimension),
and SEM (representing the semantic dimension of the word). This research
takes an empirical corpus-based approach and is theoretically grounded in a
cognitive framework. The study data consist of 212 derivative and
compound words formed using the suffixes "Chi" and "Gar" and the free
morphemes "Forush" and "Kar," extracted from Persian corpora such as
Bijankhan, Moin Encyclopedic Dictionary and Dehkhoda Dictionary. The
words derived from these elements exhibit 4, 3, 4, and 3 schemas, conveying
agentivity and agency in their overall meaning. However, they differ in
terms of their reference to the concept of occupation or their basic syntactic
role to which each of these four elements is attached. Another significant
finding of this research is establishing a bidirectional relationship between
construction and meaning, whereby the construction of a word determines
the meaning and conceptualization derived from the word as a whole.
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