[ Downloaded from jsal.ierf.ir on 2026-08-03 |

[ DOR: 20.1001.1.29809304.1404.9.1.4.2 ]

& Journal of Studies in Applied Language (JSAL), N -

Vol. 9, No. 1, Winter 2026, pp. 101-117. ISSN: 2980-9304 I3ERF

L":L'L“..,,.“Tﬁ © Bonyan Pouya Pajooh Andisheh Institute (BPPAI), 2026. This is an Open Access article,

distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution licence
(http://creativecommons.  org/licenses/by/4. 0/), which permits unrestricted re-use, Isc
distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided the originalwork is properly cited. =225

A Semantic Analysis of the Qur’anic Terms Asal and Ghudi
and Their Derivatives Based on Izutsu’s Semantic Network
Theory [In Persian]

Zahra Rezaeikia ! "% | Bahar Seddighi ™

1 M. A. Student in Arabic Literature, Faculty of Letters and Humanities, Ferdowsi
University of Mashhad, Mashhad, Iran

2 Associate Professor, Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Faculty of Letters

and Humanities, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Mashhad, Iran

Corresponding author: seddighi@um. ac. ir

Received: 21 March, 2025 Revised: 24 Dec, 2025 Accepted: 25 Jan, 2026

ABSTRACT

The Holy Qur’an, as a revealed and foundational text in Islamic
culture, offers substantial potential for linguistic and semantic inquiry. A
precise examination of Qur’anic vocabulary, particularly terms carrying
conceptual and ritual significance, plays a crucial role in elucidating the
text’s semantic layers. The terms Ghudii and Asal, along with their
derivatives, occur a total of twenty-three times in the Holy Qur’an. Given
their direct association with the concepts of worship, remembrance of
God, and glorification, an investigation into their semantic development
is warranted. Employing a descriptive-analytical method and drawing on
Izutsu’s semantic network theory, this study seeks to explicate the
position of these two terms within the Qur’anic conceptual system. First,
through reference to classical lexicographical sources, the etymology and
pre-Qur’anic meanings of these terms were examined. In literary texts
and classical poetry, Ghudii denotes the beginning of the morning and the
commencement of daily activity, whereas Asal signifies the end of the
day and the onset of night. The subsequent stage analyzes the use of these
terms in the context of Qur’anic verses and investigates their syntagmatic
relations and semantic oppositions with the terms sabbaha (to glorify),
dhikr (remembrance), and sajd (prostration). The findings demonstrate
that, by transferring these terms from an exclusively temporal semantic
domain to a ritual and spiritual one, the Qur’an transforms them into
markers of constancy in worship and the remembrance of God. Within
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Izutsu’s theoretical framework, Ghudii and Asal function as key terms in
this semantic network, while Sabbaha, dhikr, and Sajada serve as focal
terms. Ultimately, this conceptual network reflects the formation of a
Qur’anic conception of “continuous and trans-temporal worship,”
establishing a meaningful relationship among time, human beings, and
servitude to God.

Keywords: Qur’anic Semantics, Izutsu’s Theory, Semantic Network
Theory, Semantics of Asal, Semantics of Ghudii.
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