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ABSTRACT

The acquisition of vocabulary is a critical component in language
instruction. One effective approach to language learning is the study of
lexical chunks, which are combinations of words that form a single
conceptual unit and are ingrained in the linguistic memory of native
speakers. This research involves the transcription and categorization of
dialogues from both the “Mina 1”” and “Let's Learn Persian 1" textbooks into
distinct corpora. Utilizing the AntConc software, the researcher extracted
and selected two-word, three-word, and four-word lexical chunks from each
corpus. These chunks were then compared in accordance with the Lewis
model, which classifies them into various categories such as multi-word
units, collocations, institutionalized partial phrases, and sentence frames and
kernels. The analysis also considers the degree of fixedness or semi-
fixedness of these chunks. Upon comparing the two-word lexical chunks in
“Mina 1” and “Let's Learn Persian 1” based on the Lewis model, it is evident
that “Mina 1” contains a greater number of multi-word units. The sole two-
word chunk common to both corpora is “Ahl-e koja-yi” (Where are you
from?). An examination of the three-word chunks reveals that both corpora
feature institutionalized partial phrases, with shared examples including
“Sobh bekheyr” (Good morning), and “Esm-e shoma cheye?” (What's your
name?), and “Esm-e to cheye?” (What's your name?). The analysis of four-
word chunks shows that both corpora again contain institutionalized partial
phrases, with “Salam, sobh bekheyr” (Hello, good morning) being the only
four-word chunk shared between them. Additionally, an assessment of the
lexical chunks in both the “Mina” and “Let's Learn Persian” corpora based
on their fixedness or semi-fixedness demonstrates that the majority of
chunks in both corpora are fixed, with semi-fixed chunks being less
prevalent. The author posits that, although both “Let's Learn Persian 1 and
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“Mina 1” are designed for beginners, the simpler lexical chunks in the “Let's
Learn Persian” corpus make it more suitable for non-Persian speakers with
no prior knowledge of the language. Conversely, the more comprehensive
lexical chunks in the “Mina” corpus are better suited for non-Persian
speakers with some familiarity with Persian.

Keywords: Teaching Persian Language, Lewis' Lexical Model, Learning
Lexical Chunks, Mina 1 Textbook, Let’s Learn Persian 1 Textbook,
AntConc Software.
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