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ABSTRACT

McCrimmon defines colloquial expressions as written or spoken
phrases used for direct conversation and creating a sense of intimacy
with the audience. He further states that certain general considerations
govern the translation of all cultural elements, including colloquial
expressions. He suggests that cultural references in the source text
should be recognized and respected. When discussing the translation of
cultural elements, Newmark points out that colloquial language is less
constrained by context compared to ordinary language. However, he
also emphasizes the importance of understanding the cultural and
idiomatic context of colloquial expressions for effective translation. In
such cases, translators must be aware of these overlaps and use
appropriate strategies to translate them correctly. This research, based
on Newmark’s (1988) strategies, examines two translations of
colloquial expressions from the first volume of Diary of a Wimpy Kid
(Kinney, 2007). According to McCrimmon’s (1963) model, 100
colloquial expressions were identified in the original text and the two
translations by Shadnazar (2021) and Bafandeh (2011), and randomly
selected. The study then aimed to determine which of Newmark’s
(1988) strategies each translator applied and how frequently. The most
frequently used strategy in Bafandeh’s translation was cultural
equivalent (26%), while in Shadnazar’s translation it was the mixed
strategy (24%). Both translators also leaned toward literal translation
(calque) (16% Bafandeh, 22% Shadnazar) and mixed strategy (15%
Bafandeh). Additionally, Bafandeh used expansion only once, and
Shadnazar used compression only once. Neither translator used the
strategies of transference, naturalization, note, or emphasis. Given that
both translations were well-received in Iran, it may be concluded that
mixed strategies, literal translation (calque), and cultural equivalents are
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effective methods for translating colloquial expressions in novels,
particularly from English into Persian.

Keywords: Diary of a Wimpy Kid, Translation Strategie, Colloquial
expressions, Newmark, McCrimmon.
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And get this, He actually got a PROMOSION. (p.187)
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If you mess up and Mom catches you, the first thing she does is to take a few

days to figure out what your punishment should be. (p.39)
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Wanna see my secret freckle? (p.28)
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Another Great perk is that you get to show up ten minutes late for first period.
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But luckily, the people who make these things make them parent- proof.

(p.25)
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I told him I wanted the Barbie Dream House, and he said he’d hook me up.

(p.117)
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But parents eat that stuff up. (p.122)
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So two minutes later, He was bouncing off the walls. (p.193)
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And you remember Rowley's Big wheel accident? (p.141)
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Right in the middle of our game, Mrs. Craig came around the corner and
caught us red- handed. (p.34)
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I think they do that to make all the out of shape kids feel ashamed of

themselves. (p.86)
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I think they do that to make all the out of shape kids feel ashamed of

themselves. (p.86)
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I kind of decided to throw in the towel for this Christmas, and I headed up

to Rowley's house. (p.129)
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All I need is for some jerk to catch me carrying this book around and get the

wrong idea. (p.1)
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I was pretty good at Home Ec 1. (p.145)

.r;ﬁc.é)fujb o0 N Oy Sla®) (6 55 oo tokidls
I was pretty good at Home Ec 1. (p.145)
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Teacher s pet. (p.178)
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I thought Mr. Winsky would make us do a bunch of chin-up or jumping

Jjacks or something to prove we were up for the jib. (p.152)
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Really? Gotcha. Butdo I have “low™ intelligence. (p.20)
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A little while later, Rowley told me he needed a potty break. (p.68)
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I'll admit maybe we stretched the truth a little in our advertisement, but we

had to make sure people actually people actually showed up. (p.55)
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And get this: He actually got a PROMOSION. (p. 187)
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Dad actually won that argument. (p.117)
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Most kids wake up early on Saturday to watch cartoons or whatever, but

not me. (p.16) -
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And then Manny brought it into day care for show-and-tell. (p.41)
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I'll take these kids home, but believe me, I didn't sign up for any diaper
duty. (p.155) o
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But as usual, Dad didn t see my logic. (p.24)
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Rodrick told me the chainsaw has a rubber blade But I wasn't taking any

chances. (p.52)
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We got out of there in a hurry and we went back to where the rest of the guys

were. (p.81)
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Fifteen more!! Come on. (p.91)
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I knew that would make Dad take my side. (p.96)
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That’s when we started getting cocky, making monkey noises at the teenagers
and whatnot. (p.72)
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Walking the kids home was no sweat. (p.155)
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I kind of decided to throw in the towel for this Christmas, and I headed up to

Rowley’s house. (p.129)
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from the front of But right before the test got started, Patty Farrell piped up
. the room. (p.94)
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I was sitting on the couch watching Manny play with his toys, feeling pretty

sorry for myself. (p.126)
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I kind of decided to throw in the towel for this Christmas, and I headed up to

Rowley’s house. (p.129)
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In case youre wondering what I'm doing in my room at 9.00 p.m. on

NewYear's Eve, let me till you in. (p.133)
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