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ABSTRACT

Modern linguistics tends to examine the sentence as an autonomous
linguistic unit in terms of its structural boundaries, considering it the
largest grammatical entity. However, scholars gradually recognized the
limitations of sentence-based analysis, which led to a fundamental shift
toward text-centered linguistics. This shift gave rise to text linguistics, a
discipline concerned with investigating textual cohesion and coherence.
The foundational assumption of this field is that a text is not merely a
sequence of sentences but a complete linguistic unit characterized by
overall unity and interconnectedness. Among the linguistic theories
widely applied in contemporary literary analysis is Halliday’s Systemic
Functional Linguistics (SFL), which views language as the primary
medium of cultural transmission and as a system in which every
element has a specific functional role. This text-based approach
provides a comprehensive set of tools to identify and describe cohesive
relations that facilitate the expression of the writer’s intended meanings.
This study adopts a descriptive-analytical method to examine one of
Rumi’s short ghazals titled “Ashti” and its Arabic verse translation by
Victor al-Kik, within the theoretical parameters of Halliday and Hasan’s
model of cohesion, across both vertical and horizontal axes of textual
organization. After evaluating the key components of this framework
and identifying examples of cohesive ties in Rumi’s and al-Kik’s
poems, the findings indicate that grammatical and lexical cohesion
together create a chain-like connection among all linguistic elements in
both texts. Furthermore, lexical cohesion—achieved through repetition,
lexical association, and semantic relation—proves to be stronger and
more dominant than grammatical cohesion, demonstrating a shared
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structural coherence between the original Persian poem and its Arabic
verse translation.

Keywords: Textual Cohesion; Rumi’s Ghazal “Ashti”; Victor
al-Kik’s Verse Translation; Systemic Functional Linguistics.
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